



	description1: When we first reached the bottom, around 2800 meters, the ocean floor was quite barren and mainly silty.  After a few minutes the terrain changed, covered by both large and small pieces of pillow basalt.  There were not many signs of life, though, except for an occasional crab and sea cucumber.  Until we started the transects, we had only seen about two small pieces of coral on the rocks.  By the time we reached 2700 meters, the slope was very steep.  In the middle of the first 200 meter transect, we came to a ridge and a sheer dropoff.  On the other side of the dropoff, the side of the cliff was teeming with life, including much larger communities and assemblages of coral.  The second transect was over a much siltier terrain, once again lacking in much life besides sponges.  We headed west again to find the ridge, and once we found it we spent most of the rest of the dive collecting corals, rocks, sponges, and anemones from this area.  
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